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Jacques Dinan 
 

(Versão em Português na página 2.) 
(English version on page 2.) 
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7th Caritas Africa Regional Conference - Villa Aurelia, Rome, 19-21 May 2011 

Final message 

We, members of Caritas Internationalis of the Africa region, held our 7th Regional Conference 
at Villa Aurelia, Rome from 19 to 21 May 2011. Delegates from 36 member organizations 
attended the Conference. Were present 19 Archbishops and Bishops, 16 priests, 6 religious 
men and women and 30 lay persons. 

We give thanks to God Almighty, father of our Lord Jesus Christ whose Spirit has guided and 
informed us during this important meeting. May our action always find its source in Him and 
receive from Him its completion. 

We have been honoured by the presence of His Eminence Robert Cardinal Sarah, President 
of Cor-Unum, who addressed our Conference on the important topic of the identity and 
mission of Caritas in the Church. He reminded us that Caritas is an integral part of the 
evangelizing action of the Church under the responsibility of Bishops. 

We have been encouraged by the presence of HE Bishop John Onaiyekan, Archbishop of 
Abuja in Nigeria and SECAM Emeritus President, who gave the keynote address on the 
theme: Caritas Africa in the service of Reconciliation, Justice and Peace and indicated 
concrete directions to increase the contribution of Caritas in peace, reconciliation and justice 
efforts on our continent. 

We warmly thank the Secretary General of Caritas Internationalis, Ms. Lesley-Anne Knight, 
who accepted our invitation to address the Conference and sensitise us on unity and diversity 
within Caritas and brilliantly presented CI strategic framework, which is also ours. We take this 
opportunity to commend the remarkable work she has accomplished during the past 4 years 
as Secretary General and we express to her our best wishes for peace and confidence in the 
future, and we implore the God’s blessing on her and her family. 

During the meeting we took cognizance of Caritas Africa President’s and Executive 
Secretary’s reports for the past four years and we give thanks to the Lord for what has been 
achieved for the benefit of our communities in various areas. 

We have been able to share our experiences in the field of emergency response, in the fight 
against poverty and the organizational strengthening of our Caritas. We celebrate the results 
achieved in several countries and we are committed to be further involved to overcome the 
difficulties by strengthening our capabilities and our means of action. 

We were able to focus on the CI Strategic Framework and on Proposal n° 17 of the Synod of 
Bishops for Africa, as well as on the experience and challenges expressed by our member 
organizations. This allowed us to formulate guidelines and recommendations for the 
development of an Action Plan to contribute to face the challenges of the eradication of 
poverty in cooperation with our Confederation called upon to act as a single family, conscious 
of its identity and of its mission as a socio-pastoral instrument. 

This Conference was also an opportunity to renew the governance of Caritas Africa. HE 
Bishop João Francisco Silota, Bishop of Chimoio in Mozambique and SECAM Emeritus Vice-
President, was elected President. A new Regional Commission has been put in place and 
includes: Benin, Burundi, the Central African Republic, the Gambia, Mauritius, Uganda and 
Zimbabwe. The members of the Executive Committee of Caritas Internationalis were chosen. 
They are the following countries: Benin, the Central African Republic and Uganda. 

Mr. Jacques Dinan was reappointed as Caritas Africa Executive Secretary for the next four years. 

Members of Caritas Africa expressed their gratitude to his Excellency Archbishop Cyprian Kizito 
Lwanga, Archbishop of Kampala whose leadership and unwavering commitment have con-
tributed to the strengthening of Caritas Africa’s role and profile within Caritas Internationalis. 

The Conference commended the Regional Secretary and his team of Lome and Nairobi for the 
excellent organization and running of this Conference. Similarly, thanks were addressed to the 
staff of Villa Aurelia for their gentleness and their hospitality. 

May the Lord help us become daily witnesses of his Love without discrimination and give us 
his strength so that we may, after Him, go around doing good like Him. 

May our Lady of Africa intercede for us. 

Rome, Villa Aurelia on May 21, 2011 

������������������������

" �#��	
��	��$�
��	�%
&���	������


��
�  

�	
���	�� 	
	#!�


