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7h Caritas Africa Regional Conference - Villa AuRelme, 19-21 May 2011
Final message

We, members of Caritas Internationalis ofahreghdmc held otr Regional Conference
at Villa Aurelia, Rome from 19 to 21 May 2@fdte®é&lem 36 member organizations
attended the Conference. Were present 19 AschhisiRiphops, 16 priests, 6 religious
men and women and 30 lay persons.

We give thanks to God Almighty, father of desuofchrist whose Spirit has guided and
informed us during this important meeting. ddpoaways find its source in Him and
receive from Him its completion.

We have been honoured by the presence of HieHRwoiner Cardinal Sarah, President
of Cor-Unum, who addressed our Conference @ortast itopic of the identity and
mission of Caritas in the Church. He remindaidCGeritdis is an integral part of the
evangelizing action of the Church under thehiégpohBishops.

We have been encouraged by the presence of piHoBisl@naiyekan, Archbishop of
Abuja in Nigeria and SECAM Emeritus Presidgatyewthhe keynote address on the
theme: Caritas Africa in the service of Recnncllistice and Peace and indicated
concrete directions to increase the contribDtdtasfin peace, reconciliation and justice
efforts on our continent.

We warmly thank the Secretary General of @amtofalis, Ms. Lesley-Anne Knight,
who accepted our invitation to address the Goafatesensitise us on unity and diversity
within Caritas and brilliantly presented dt steatexyvork, which is also ours. We take this
opportunity to commend the remarkable workastterhpished during the past 4 years
as Secretary General and we express to herwishbedbr peace and confidence in the
future, and we implore the God'’s blessing drhieerfamily.

During the meeting we took cognizance of Cacaadrésident's and Executive
Secretary’s reports for the past four yearsgavel thvanks to the Lord for what has been
achieved for the benefit of our communitiessraveas.

We have been able to share our experienceslthaherhergency response, in the fight
against poverty and the organizational strengtheainCaritas. We celebrate the results
achieved in several countries and we are cdmimétadther involved to overcome the
difficulties by strengthening our capabilitas ruweeéns of action.

We were able to focus on the CI Strategic FraméwnrRroposal n°® 17 of the Synod of
Bishops for Africa, as well as on the experitchallenges expressed by our member
organizations. This allowed us to formulat@eguigetl recommendations for the
development of an Action Plan to contributetie felcallenges of the eradication of
poverty in cooperation with our Confederatiarpoall® act as a single family, conscious
of its identity and of its mission as a social pesgtament.

This Conference was also an opportunity to eegeverthance of Caritas Africa. HE

Bishop Jo&o Francisco Silota, Bishop of Chforambique and SECAM Emeritus Vice-
President, was elected President. A new RegwniasiOo has been put in place and

includes: Benin, Burundi, the Central Africdic,RBpuBambia, Mauritius, Uganda and
Zimbabwe. The members of the Executive Contaitttses dhternationalis were chosen.

They are the following countries: Benin, tHeA@&@naRepublic and Uganda.

Mr. Jacques Dinan was reappointed as Caritasesfitoae Secretary for the next four years.

Members of Caritas Africa expressed their grdtifuEgcellency Archbishop Cyprian Kizito
Lwanga, Archbishop of Kampala whose leadershipagadng commitment have con-
tributed to the strengthening of Caritas Aleieaid profile within Caritas Internationalis.

The Conference commended the Regional Secreisitgamdf Lome and Nairobi for the
excellent organization and running of this Cengneifarly, thanks were addressed to the
staff of Villa Aurelia for their gentlenessramaksthitality.

May the Lord help us become daily witnessésw# highout discrimination and give us
his strength so that we may, after Him, go @irgugdatl like Him.

May our Lady of Africa intercede for us.

Rome, Villa Aurelia on May 21, 2011
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